Effect of exposure to morphine throughout gestation on feminine and masculine adult sexual behaviour in golden hamsters.
Adult female hamsters were treated with a long-acting form of morphine before mating and throughout pregnancy; the drug was gradually withdrawn during lactation. The offspring produced were gonadectomized as adults and tested for their ability to display feminine and masculine sexual behaviour after appropriate hormonal priming. Chronic exposure to morphine during development resulted in males that showed an increase in both feminine and masculine sexual behaviour when compared with controls.